MILES WINS RILEY MEMORIAL RACE

Pakenham’s Mark Miles has finally taken a big win in Speedway racing winning the Riley Memorial Sunday afternoon January 30th at Drouin Speedway in front of a healthy crowd there to witness the popular annual event along with the entertaining Crash N’ Bash Series round and club supporting categories.

Twenty one competitors were all vying to qualify for the Riley Memorial for 6 Cylinder Sedans with only 16 making it into the feature event. In oppressive near 40 degree heat the qualifying heats were cut back to two per car instead of the normal three. Visiting drivers Jacob Vuillermin and Colin Forbes took the wins in the first round of heats with Jason Leonard the best performing Drouin representative. Vuillermin led home Jarryd Hooper and Jason Leonard whilst Forbes was too fast for Miles and Dale Morrison. 

The second round of heats were also won by drivers in representing other clubs when Morrison got a win over Miles and Drouin's Brad Brighton and then Ben Randall defeated David Cull and Paul Sheppard. The field that started the final were Morrison, Miles, Vuillermin, Forbes, Hooper, Randall, Cull, Brighton, Leonard, Paul Sheppard, John Scandrett, Jarryd Gleeson, Joseph Leah, Andrew Morris, Garry Sheppard and Alan Danks. 
Early racing out from was between Miles and Morrison with Forbes in close pursuit. A few laps in and the front two drivers drove away from the field and Forbes was wound in by the field finding himself dropping to sixth before making a mini charge forwards and then dropping out of the race.

Morrison who was in second succumbed to a flat tyre and the race over 20 laps wound to a conclusion with Miles winning by a large margin from Drouin’s Leonard who passed Vuillermin towards the end of the race. Gleeson, Paul Sheppard, Danks, Gary Sheppard and Morris were the other finishers.

In Crash N Bash the crowd was certainly entertained by some very large hits in the heat races and lots of push and shove in the final. Karl Haisma won the first heat from Tim Cole and Neil Davey whilst Lenny Bates Jnr defeated Jason McKendry and Shaun Erickson in the second heat. Jason McKendry then won the third heat with Dale Morrison doing double drive duties between Standard Saloons and Crash N Bash in second and Cole in third and the final heat race was won by Damian Miller from Erickson and Davey. 

The feature field lined up as Jason McKendry, Erickson, Cole, Davey, Miller, Haisma, Chris Aarts, Gavan Dorain, Darren Mitchell, Allen Treble, Scott Van Loo, Craig McKendry. Finlay Burke, Leigh Gooding, Daniel Kettles, Frank Sinclair, Adam Scott, Nathan Taylor, Jeff Richter and Jason Randall.

The forty lap final had a roaring pace amongst those at the front as they tore through the field bumping them out of the way and in front of other cars chasing them if they could. In the early stages it looked as if Miller could have gone on to win however he pulled out with a damaged car and McKendry had a little battle with Cole for a period of time before clearing out and moving on for the win. Results Jason McKendry, Cole, Haisma, Nathan Taylor and Shaun Erickson. 

In V8 Standard Saloons Shane Ardley defeated Ash England in a depleted final field. Matt Nelson won the Junior Standard Saloons in front of Bryan Scandrett and Mal Brennan and Kellie Garlick won the Ladies from Charlene Dike and Tegan Bullard, and the VSC Open Sedans was won by Daniel Argoon ahead of Wayne Nelson and Marcus Reddecliffe.
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Leonard, Vuillermin and Miles (C) Tegan Bullard
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Aarts, Haisma and Morrison (C) Rachel Service of R & R Photography

